American Academy of Religion, Southeast Regional Meeting
Virginia Commonwealth University
March 5-7, 2027

Theme: Religion, Health, and Wellness 
In 1966, at a press conference for the Medical Committee for Human Rights, Martin Luther King, Jr. stated: "Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.” 60 years later, more than half of humanity lacks access to health care resources and are subject to social, economic, and environmental conditions that result in undue suffering and premature death. The accelerating degradation of the environment, state sponsored violence, racism, sexism, poverty, and colonial domination all contribute to health care injustices and compromise the health and wellness of individuals, communities, and entire populations. We invite research that explores the intersection of religious traditions, ideas, practices, and organizations and the health and wellness of individuals and society. We understand health and wellness in the broadest sense to include mental, physical, emotional, intellectual, social, environmental, and spiritual dimensions. 

We invite research that addresses topics such as:
· The relationship between religion, the environment and health
· Religious practices that promote individual and collective health and wellbeing. – yoga, meditation, psychedelics, music, dance, art, rituals.
· Religious epistemologies and practices that orient us toward care for self and all our relations.
· Decolonizing religious studies to consider other modalities for being and living as human beings.
· Religion, war, genocide, and ecocide
· Climate heating (plastic saturated ecosystems and humans) and human health
· Health as a moral-religious-spiritual problem and solution
· Health as a spiritual-material reality – what do religions offer?
· Religion, racism, heterosexism, nationalism, ethnosupremacism, commodification as obstacles to health.
· Visions of a healthy society and global community - what do religions offer – community, purpose, meaning.
Deadline for Submissions: October 1, 2026

Submissions Link: https://forms.gle/dAxBmCwHzuFoLpdq5
Each proposal should indicate first and second choice for possible units. 

Regional Undergraduate Student Award 
All undergraduate papers emailed to RELSERegion@gmail.com by the December 15, 2024 deadline are eligible for the undergraduate award. See full instructions below.



Africana Religions Group

Section Co Chairs: Joseph Hellweg (jhellweg@fsu.edu) and Lenny Lowe (lowelj@cofc.edu) 

The Africana Religions Section of the AAR-Southeast Region invites papers that
engage the following topics:

1. “The Good Life: Holistic Approaches to Well-Being in Africana Contexts”:
This panel will explore how ritual practices, texts, theologies, struggles, and
conflicts position visions of the good life at the heart of Africana concerns for
health that surpass physical well-being alone (including in decolonial and anti-
racist contexts).

2. “Ecology, Sustainability &amp; Environments in Africana Religions”: This call
seeks papers investigating the situatedness of Africana religious practitioners
and communities in relation to other beings with whom people share the biome,
however such communities and beings define themselves.

3. “Embodied Healing in Africana Religions”: Africana religious practitioners
have long placed healing – both personal and communal – at the core of their
activities and worldviews. This call solicits work on ritual and theological
engagements both with and beyond biomedicine that intend to enhance and/or
restore human or public health.

4. Open call for papers on religion, health, and wellness in Africana religions: We
welcome papers on themes other than those listed above. We hope to integrate your
concerns into the panels listed here by modifying their titles or by creating (a) new
panel(s) to include as many viable papers as we receive. We are also interested in
papers covering the above themes between theological standpoints, on one hand, and
humanities and/or social-science-oriented perspectives on the other.


ASOR Member-Sponsored Session: Shifting Identities and the Archaeology of the Ancient World.

Section Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwc.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu)

CFP: ASOR Member-Sponsored Session: Field Reports and Related Scholarship
The ASOR Member-Sponsored session on field reports and related scholarship invites paper proposals centered on field reports and related work from recent archaeological digs (within the past 5 years) and located within the broad area of the Mediterranean, Levant, and Near East. This session welcomes not only field reports but also reports on laboratory analysis of dig finds, and conclusions drawn from work done in earlier years. Reports on preparatory work – surveys and planning – for upcoming digs are also welcome! 

All proposals must be submitted through the online submission form located on the RELSE website and sent to the group Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwu.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu) Please include in the title “RELSE2027 Proposal Field Reports ASOR Member-Sponsored Session.”

CFP: ASOR Member-Sponsored Session: Health and the Body in the Archaeology of the Ancient World.
In accordance with the governing conference theme of "Religion, Health and Wellness", this ASOR Member-Sponsored session invites proposals related to practices of life, health, and wellbeing within the field of Archaeology of the Ancient World. Suggested areas of focus may include archeological evidence for longevity, nutrition, and disease, ancient surgical practices and medical intervention, and the understanding of the body and the body-mind-soul connection in the ancient world. Broadly related proposals are also welcome. 

All proposals must be submitted through the online submission form located on the RELSE website and sent to the group Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwu.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu) Please include in the title “RELSE2027 Proposal  ASOR Member-Sponsored Session.”

Septuagint, Apocrypha, Scrolls Studies (SASS)

Section Co-Chairs: Matthew Goff (mgoff@fsu.edu), Carmen Palmer (cpalmer4@stetson.edu), and Josh Spoelstra (josh.spoelstra@gmail.com)

Septuagint, Apocrypha, Scrolls Studies (SASS), a newly formed section that has merged the Dead Sea Scrolls and Apocrypha & Pseudepigrapha sections, seeks to generate and support scholarship along the lines of noncanonical texts in Judaism and Christianity, from the Second Temple period to Late Antiquity. We are excited to host several invigorating sessions in 2027.

1. General Call
One session is a general open call. We welcome papers on any topic related to the Septuagint, Dead Sea Scrolls, or Apocrypha & Pseudepigrapha. Interdisciplinary studies and investigations utilizing various methodological approaches are encouraged, as well as thematic and linguistic examination of noncanonical texts. We especially welcome different perspectives from women and minoritized scholars. 

2. Ben Sira 
A second session will be an invited session on the book of Ben Sira (Sirach). Established scholars in the field will present from their rich repositories for cutting-edge research.


3. Demons, Ancient Medicine, and Magic
In keeping with this year’s theme (Religion, Health, and Wellness), a third session will be an open call for papers on the theme of Demons, Ancient Medicine, and Magic (DAMM), where one may interact with any or all of these closely related phenomena of religious scape. Quality papers from this section will be considered for publication in an upcoming theme issue in the Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha, pending the review process. 

Questions can be directed to the co-chairs.


Black Culture and the Study of Religion
“Sacred Technologies of Repair: Black Religion, the Body, and the Practice of Wellness”
in conversation with the 2027 conference theme: “Religion, Health, and Wellness”
In 1966, Martin Luther King, Jr. declared that “of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.” Six decades later, the structural conditions King named have not only persisted but deepened—racial capitalism, environmental degradation, medical racism, state violence, and colonial dispossession continue to compromise the health and wholeness of Black communities across the African diaspora. Yet Black religious traditions have never waited for institutional medicine to define what healing means or who deserves it.
This section proceeds from a specific claim: across the full spectrum of Black religious life, communities have developed systematic and rigorously practiced technologies of repair. Ritual, prayer, ancestral communication, herbal knowledge, music, dance, mutual aid, and spirit work are not supplements to “real” medicine. They are coherent systems for understanding what it means to be unwell, and what it means to be well—in body, community, and spirit.
We invite papers examining these practices across the breadth of Black religious traditions, attending to their internal logics, historical transmission, embodied dimensions, communal expressions, and ongoing relevance in a world that continues to produce new wounds.
Proposals may address questions such as:
1. How do Black religious traditions—in any expression—conceptualize the relationship between bodily health, communal wellbeing, and spiritual order?
1. What constitutes healing within a given tradition, and how is that knowledge transmitted, practiced, and evaluated?
1. How have Black religious communities responded to medical racism, environmental violence, and structural health inequality?
1. What does “wellness” mean when the wound is historical or collective rather than individual?
1. How do Black religious traditions address trauma, grief, mental health, and the psychic dimensions of racial violence?
We welcome interdisciplinary submissions drawing from religious studies, Africana studies, anthropology, medical humanities, history, womanist theory, philosophy, performance studies, and cultural criticism. Papers engaging specific traditions, communities, or practitioners with methodological care are especially encouraged.
Submission Guidelines
Proposals should be 300–500 words, clearly articulating the paper’s argument, method, and relevance to both the section and conference themes.
Include a working title and a brief bio (maximum 100 words).
Submission platform to be announced.
For questions, contact:
Dr. Eric Mason
Section Chair, Black Culture and the Study of Religion
mason@ifa.university

Constructive Theologies
Each year the Constructive Theologies section invites proposals for papers covering a variety of topics. Our areas of interest for this year can be found below. Please note that papers should be genuinely constructive in nature. While evaluative or historical considerations are welcome, they should not be the sole focus of one’s paper.

1. Theology, Spirituality, and Public Health
In keeping with this year’s conference theme, we are inviting proposals that work at the intersections of theological studies (including spirituality) and public health. We welcome proposals working with insights from a variety of religious traditions and backgrounds. Potential topics might include, but are not limited to:
· Eastern Orthodox theology of religions and interfaith chaplaincy
· Theological correlates with increased/decreased mental health
· Theologies of health or well-being
· Evangelical responses to vaccine hesitancy/opposition
· Jewish approaches to the “pro-life” vs. “pro-choice” debate
· Islamic bioethics in public health policy
· Religious responses to ableism in public health
· Mainline Protestantism’s legacy of supporting eugenics
We also especially invite engagement with Jennifer Carlier’s recent Finding God in the Basement: Reimagining a Theology of Addiction and Recovery (Westminster John Knox, 2026). Sufficient interest in this book may result in a session dedicated to it.

2. General Call in Practical Theology
In aid of exploring the level of interest in practical theology in AAR-Southeast, we invite paper proposals from across the span of this field. These might include, but are not limited to:
· Theology and the practice of the arts in ministry
· Theory and method in practical theology
· The relationship between pastoral care and clinical mental healthcare
· Contextual approaches to preaching and worship
· Arguments for/against the revival of the Doctor of Missiology (DMiss)
· Theologies of evangelism in light of global religious diversity
· Constructive evaluations of recent entries in the American Society of Missiology Monograph Series
· Engagement with D.F. Pilario’s concept of “rough grounds” as a privileged focus of theological reflection
Proposals that engage in empirical research are particularly welcome, but such work is not required.

3. Eschatology, Deification, and Health
Whether implicitly or explicitly, images of human health typically rely upon some idea of an ideal body/mind which every individual ought to have. One’s level of “health,” therefore, is often measured by the extent to which they conform to this idealized humanity. However, Christian scripture seems to challenge this idea in some ways. Or, at least, it challenges our ability to effectively know what idealized humanity actually looks like (e.g., Jesus Christ’s resurrection body maintaining the marks of its crucifixion). 

In this way, theological concepts like eschatology and deification are intimately linked with our understandings of health. If the former is supposed to be a state of perfect flourishing and the latter our journey towards it, then reflection on the intersection of these things is needed. As such, we invite papers on a variety of topics in this area including, but not limited to:
· The nature of “health” in the disembodied state (i.e., heaven/hell/purgatory/limbo)
· The relationship between transhumanism and deification in Christian theology
· Beauty standards, the imago Dei, and representations of heaven
· The teleology of the human body/mind (or lack thereof)
· Roman Catholic approaches to the treatment of corpses
· The retention of psychiatric disabilities in the resurrection of the body
· Whether and to what extent health might be possible in hell
· Theologies of health or well-being and the doctrine of deification
We also especially invite paper proposals engaging articles from the recently released Oxford Handbook of Deification (Oxford University Press, 2024) at their intersection with theorizing about health.

4. Open Call
We invite paper proposals on any other areas within constructive theology which have not been mentioned above. These include not just Christian approaches to traditional doctrinal loci (e.g., doctrine of God, soteriology, eschatology) but also approaches from non-Christian perspectives as well as more recently developed fields of theological study (e.g., womanist theology, disability theology, etc.).

For questions about the CFP, contact Drs. Aaron Davis (Chair; aaronbriandavis@gmail.com), Ian Curran (Co-Chair; icurran@ggc.edu), or Austin Stevenson (Co-Chair; Austin_Stevenson@pba.edu). 

Ethics, Religion, and Society  

Section Co-Chairs: Sally Holt (sally.holt@belmont.edu) and Mike Stoltzfus (mstoltzfus@ggc.edu) 

Proposals on all topics will be considered but we are especially seeking papers related to the conference theme of “Religion, Health & Wellness.”  

1) Religious practices that promote individual and collective health and wellbeing. – yoga, meditation, prayer, psychedelics, music, dance, art, rituals, immersion in nature.
2) The role of interreligious appreciation in creating healthy and ethical public spaces for dating, parenting, families, educational settings, and social engagement.
3) The role of spiritual practices in living/coping with anxiety, depression, addiction recovery, ablism, and dying with dignity. 
4) The relationship between ethics, religion, the environment and health 
5) Any topics relevant to Ethics, Religion, and Society will be Considered.
 
Direct any questions to Sally Holt, Belmont University (sally.holt@belmont.edu) and Michael Stoltzfus, Georgia Gwinnett College (mstoltzfus@ggc.edu). 

Old Testament/Hebrew Bible Studies

Section Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwc.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu)

CFP: HB/OT Session: "Health and Wellness" in the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
In accordance with the governing conference theme of "Religion, Health and Wellness", the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament study group invite proposals for a session that will focus upon health and wellness within the OT/HB. Proposals for this session may address any aspects of wellbeing or suffering in scripture, including but not limited to depictions of health and disease in the Hebrew scripture, sin and righteousness as impacting bodily health, and practical and spiritual approaches to understanding the body in the ancient world. 

All proposals must be submitted through the online submission form located on the RELSE website and sent to the group Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwu.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu) Please include in the title “RELSE2027 Proposal Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

CFP: HB/OT Session: General Paper Session
The Hebrew Bible/Old Testament study group invite proposals for a general paper session. Special emphasis on how biblical and ancient Near Eastern texts interact is encouraged. Presentations are expected to discuss implications for understanding the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, particularly in its ancient Near Eastern context. In keeping with the conference theme, papers related to health and wellness are welcome, including birth, lifespan, death, and burial as reflecting the values and norms of Israel, Judah, and their neighbors. 
All proposals must be submitted through the online submission form located on the RELSE website and sent to the group Co-Chairs: Shane Thompson (sthompson@ncwu.edu) and Rachel Nabulsi (rachel.nabulsi@point.edu). Please include in the title “RELSE 2027 Proposal  Hebrew Bible/Old Testament


History of Christianity

Section Co-Chairs: Philip Tite (vtt4gs@virginia.edu), Jerry Kou (jk23k@fsu.edu), Dan Mills (s.dan.mills@gmail.com) and Jessica Ontek ( jontek@fsu.edu) 

The History of Christianity section invites individual papers and panel proposals for two sessions:  
1. The first session will be open to any topic in the history of Christianity. 
2. The second session invites papers and panels specifically focused on the history of healthcare and medicine in the Christian tradition. We are especially interested in proposals that intersection history, medicine, and religion along interdisciplinary lines that engage innovative application of methods and theories in the study of the history of medicine and Christianity globally. Papers are welcome that engage health and illness from physical medicine, social and political structures in healthcare, end-of-life ethics, context-based ethics, and mental health.

Islamic Studies Section

Section Co-Chairs: Arpan Bhandari (abhandar@live.unc.edu), Ayse Keskin Saglam (Ayseks@ad.unc.edu) and John Miller (johnlmil@unc.edu).

In recognition of AAR Southeast’s 2027 theme of Religion, Health, and Wellness, the Islam Section seeks papers that engage with the following broad problematics in Islamic studies: (1) Discussing Wellness in an Islamic Idiom and (2) Wellbeing: Individual and/or Collective
(1) Discussing Wellness in an Islamic Idiom
How have Muslims engaged with physical and psychological wellbeing as foundational religious values? What practices, texts, or institutions have affirmed this identification? What sources of authority in Islam (scripture, reason, tradition, experience, etc.) have been utilized in discussing wellness through an Islamic idiom? And what metrics, metaphors, or categories have Muslims applied in conceptualizing wellness (at any scale, individual or collective).
We are also interested in texts, practices, and institutions connected to other goods that substantially intersect with health: e.g., safety, bodily autonomy, economic security, etc.
Alternatively, how have Muslims contested broader questions of whose bodies, health, and/or autonomy are worth protecting, and to what extent?
(2) Wellbeing: Individual and/or Community
How have Muslim thinkers and actors understood wellbeing (mental, physical, emotional, spiritual, social, etc.) to include caretaking of the self as well as one’s community?
Moreover, how have Muslims discussed wellbeing in connection with any of the following: social dynamics, hierarchies, power structures, political systems, economic forces, environmental conditions, and/or interpersonal relationships?
Ultimately, in Muslim discourses, is wellbeing primarily an individual or a collective project, what are the necessary conditions for its realization, and how have Muslims defined and sought to produce wellbeing, historically and in the present?
(3) General Addendum:
The Islam Section co-chairs are happy to consider papers that do not neatly fall within the above framework but nonetheless examine wellness, Islam, and Muslims in any configuration.

Method & Theory in the Study of Religion

Chair: Vaia Touna (vaia.touna@ua.edu)

The Method & Theory section invites proposals for two open sessions dedicated to methodological and theoretical issues in the study of religion. 

Submissions should fall into one of the following categories: (i) proposals that identify and critically assess a methodological issue (i.e., problem or proposal) in the history of the field or in current scholarship, or (ii) examine a topic of theoretical interest, whether understanding theory as critique (as in literary theory or critical theory) or an explanatory framework aiming to identify religion’s causes or functions. Proposals may engage the conference theme or address broader issues in the study of religion. 

Proposals for book review panels (i.e., author-meets-critics session), focusing on recent works that address either (i) or (ii) above, are also welcome. 

Questions can be sent to Vaia Touna, University of Alabama (vaia.touna@ua.edu).
New Testament

Section Co-Chairs: Zach Eberhart (zechariah.eberhart@point.edu) and Scott Ryan (sryan@claflin.edu) 

Co-Chairs: Scott Ryan (sryan@claflin.edu) and Zach Eberhart (zechariah.eberhart@point.edu) 

Considering the conference theme “Religion, Health, and Wellness,” the New Testament (NT) group issues the following call for papers in three sessions: one session for papers specifically related to the conference theme of “Religion, Health, and Wellness” and two open sessions for papers either on the conference theme or in any area of New Testament Studies. We especially encourage proposals from underrepresented scholars and graduate students, as well as creative approaches and topics. 

1) For the session(s) on the conference theme, papers addressing aspects related to health, medicine, illness and wellness, magic, and/or “superstition” in the study of the NT and the ancient and modern contexts will be given careful consideration. Possible topics include but are not limited to the following: perceptions of illness and wellness in ancient communities in conversation with the NT; practices related to medicine, pharmakeia, apotropaia, “superstition,” etc. in the ancient world of the NT; the use and abuse of NT texts related to health, prosperity, ecology, wellness, etc.; ethics and justice related health care in conversation with NT texts; the reception and interpretation of the NT in relation to the conference theme; and other areas of investigation in health and wellness (broadly defined) within New Testament Studies. 

2) For the open session(s), we invite paper proposals related to any area of New Testament Studies. 

For questions regarding these sessions, please contact the NT Section co-chairs: Scott Ryan (sryan@claflin.edu) or Zach Eberhart (zechariah.eberhart@point.edu). Please submit proposals using the required form.

Philosophy of Religion

Chair: Nathaniel Holmes (nholmesjr@yahoo.com/ nholmes@fmuniv.edu).

The Philosophy of Religion section seeks proposals that reflect the 2026 conference theme of
“Religion, Health, and Wellness.” We are especially seeking papers related to the Conference Theme:

1. Philosophy, Bioethics, and Religious Ethics 

2. Public Health & Global Justice

3. Religious Practices of Well-Being 

4. Environmental Ethics, Public Health, and Social Justice

5. OPEN CALL: Any proposals in the area of Philosophy of Religion (including new directions or neglected topics in Philosophy of Religion and/or specific philosophers, theologians, or social and political figures whose ideas contribute to or impact the study of religion.)

Direct questions regarding the Philosophy of Religion section to Nathaniel Holmes (nholmesjr@yahoo.com/nholmes@fmuniv.edu).

Religion and Nature

1) Open Call: The Religion & Nature section invites proposals that address the intersection of religion and nature and the ways that religious traditions mediate and impact the relationship
between humans and the more-than-human world. All proposals will be considered. We
encourage you to submit proposals that addresses any aspect of the theoretical and practical
relationship between religious traditions and nature.

2) Religion, Health and Wellness: The AARSE 2027 theme highlights the rich connections that exist among nature, religion, and health. From the health of ecosystems, to ethnobotany, to the many religious perspectives on human wholeness and wellness, we invite any proposals exploring the interrelationship between nature, healing and health, and religion. 

3) Virgina was the site of prolonged ecojustice activism against the Mountain Valley Pipeline that threatened Appalachian landscapes and communities. A new documentary film, A Beast Touched the Mountain, examines the decade-long fight and the women who organized to protect their land and their way of life against a greedy and corrupt fossil fuel pipeline. In honor of that ecojustice movement, we invite proposals related to the fight against the Mountain Valley Pipeline as well as other movements for ecojustice.

Contact Religion & Nature co-chairs with any questions about the call: 
Jefferson Calico (jefferson.calico@ucumberlands.edu)
Padraic Fitzgerald (fitzgeraldp@cofc.edu)
Mark Wood (mdwood@vcu.edu) 


Religion, Culture, and the Arts
Co-Chairs: Jeanine Viau, University of Central Florida (jeanine.viau@ucf.edu) and Rachaell Diaz, University of Florida (diazr@ufl.edu)

1. How do creative practices help individuals and communities engage religion and spirituality in their healing processes? How do creative practices help individuals and communities heal from religious and spiritual trauma and abuse, or even make new sacred realities where healing is the primary register and medium? Take for example the power of textile and fiber arts to pair innovative design and established hand work methods, draw out distinct cultural symbols and stories, and instigate collaboration. Organizations such as Artisans Without Borders empowers women and children to create embroidered retablos, elaborate stitched cloths that tell their stories, how they arrived, or where they came from. For many, these cloths show churches, crosses, or even hands in prayer. Similarly, AIDS activist creatives like Cleve Jones in the late 1980s turned to quilting as a living memorial practice and more recently inspired trans* healing and justice projects such as the Freedom to Be quilt, or Transmissions, initiatives that link relational and care processes with creative work to make new designs in “the web of life [that] holds them fiercely” (https://transquilts.net/history). 

We invite paper proposals examining how individuals and communities are crafting healing processes and through them, new uses and designs of the sacred. While all kinds of creative expression are welcome, we especially encourage proposals exploring everyday accessible creative forms, those traditionally labeled crafts and historically separated from “art” or “fine art.” 

2. For a potential panel on Latin America Religions. The Latin American Religious experience is continuously changing, growing, and evolving. For example, younger Indigenous communities have taken to vlogging, posting, and more importantly sharing with others how they heal, create, and even traditions passed on from elder members of their households or communities. Younger Latin Americans have also taken to expressing a necessity for equal practices and recognition of identities.
How is the Latin American experience changing? What do Latin American communities create? More importantly how are these communities visually expressing their identities, cultures, and traditions? This call welcomes papers that show the religious experience of Latin America within the region or outside in diaspora. 

3. What is the difference between art and craft, and how is this distinction meditated and defined in and through religious and cultural systems? Related to this question, we also invite proposals that adopt decolonizing approaches to creative practices, cultural production, and the study of these artefacts. How might decolonizing approaches to making and scholarship function as healing processes for our discipline?

4. With the persistent realities of war, ecological degradation, resource disparities, and broken governance, how do creative practices help people study these concerns and generate transformed eschatologies, both sacred and secular visions for the future?

5. Open call – We welcome proposals on any topic related to Religion, Culture, and the Arts.   
We encourage early career scholars and graduate students to submit papers and participate in these sessions. Please contact Jeanine Viau (jeanine.viau@ucf.edu) or Rachaell Diaz (diazr@ufl.edu) with any questions.




Religions in America

Chair: Andrew Monteith, Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Elon University amonteith@elon.edu 

The Religions in America section accepts submissions of individual paper proposals or complete panel proposals related to Religions in America broadly conceived. Papers are not required to match the conference theme. In cases where proposals are significantly different from the conference theme, proposers are encouraged (but not required) to submit whole panel proposals, since this raises the likelihood of a coherent focus for a session.

In tandem with the conference theme, we particularly encourage papers related to religion and disability. To date, intersections between religious studies and disability studies tend to be dominated by confessional/theological approaches. While such approaches are welcomed, we also encourage greater diversity in method, inviting papers addressing disability and religion from historical, political, philosophical, gender studies, anthropological, or psychological approaches. 

In support of the conference theme, we also invite papers related to the following topics. (Listed subtopics are offered as examples, not limits or boundaries.)

1. Spirituality and the wellness industry: mindfulness meditation, complementary and alternative medicine, ayurvedic medicine, yoga, CrossFit, etc.  

2. Indigenous approaches to wellness: wellness in/and the Native American Church, curanderismo, ethnobotany, appropriations of indigenous medicine, etc. 

3. Religion and the politics of health: insurance capitalism, support/opposition to universal health care, bans on conversion therapy, etc.  

4. Historical studies of medicine and religion: nineteenth-century race science, religion and eugenics, medical missionaries, Mesmerism, etc. 

5. Nations personified as religiously significant bodies: nations as sick, healing a nation, national sin, etc. 

6. Spiritual evil: demons, exorcisms, spiritual warfare, uninvited possessions, haunted spaces, etc. 

7. Beyond the conference theme, we also particularly invite papers invested in American religion beyond Christianity. “Religions in America” sometimes gets approached as a Christian or Judeo-Christian monopoly, stretching from Cotton Mather to Billy Graham. How might we imagine American religion more broadly? How could we reposition “American religion” to better account for Afro-Diaspora or indigenous traditions? What about immigrant religions in America? We invite papers that are conceptual/theoretical interventions in the field, as well as those dealing with concrete case studies.  

Religion in the American South

Chair: Leah Robinson, Leah.Robinson@williamwoods.edu

Religion in the American South encourages papers that pertain broadly to the area of the study of religion in this geographic region. There are several themes that we are focusing on in regards to the current specific call around health and wellness. They are as follows:
1. How has religion influenced the way that people in the south see health. Specifically in relation to the Covid 19 pandemic. Religious groups both rejected and accepted recommendations related to the pandemic. We encourage papers related to these reactions.
2. How has religion influenced the way that people react to certain areas of wellbeing? Specifically, we are interested in the area of ‘extreme’ religion. This can come in a variety of forms, but generally speaking we are thinking about religion in snake-handling churches as well as drug encounters in a variety of religious traditions. In what ways are humans going to ‘extreme’ lengths to encounter some form of divinity.
3. Religious leaders can oftentimes co-op certain areas of science and well-being in order to further their own social and political agendas. In what ways have we seen this type of manipulation in the American South. Examples could include, pseudo psychology being used in relation to conversion therapy by the religious right. We’ve also seen it this in relation to discourse analysis on race and biology by those in organizations like the KKK. 
4. How has religion been used for or against well-being in the Southern Gothic literature genre? The genre is ripe for misplaced biological tendencies (be it lobotomies et al), but in what ways does religion influence these actions in this genre. 

Religions of Asia

Section Co-chairs: Abraham Thomas Abraham_Thomas@pba.edu and Laura Ahrens James ls.ahrens@ufl.edu 

The theme of the 2027 Southeast Regional Meeting of the AAR is captured uniquely by the study of religions of Asia insofar as they often intersect with the religious and spiritual dimensions of health and wellbeing. We invite papers that address the broad dimensions of religio-spiritualities of Asia and their relation to health and wellbeing (including mental, physical, emotional, intellectual, social, environmental, and spiritual dimensions as per conference definitions). 

We invite paper topics such as, but not limited to:
· Asian religious and/or spiritual dimensions of health and wellbeing
· Asian religious practices in the promotion of individual and/or collective health
· The pop cultural, commercial, and socio-political implications of health and wellbeing on Asian religious and spiritual traditions 
· Yoga and meditation, historical and/or modern, and their unique relation to health and wellbeing
· The medicalization of Asian religious and spiritual practices  
· Asian religions, the environment, and health
· Understanding the human body within the context of Asian religions
· Colonial impacts on health and wellbeing historically and residual impacts that persist today 
· Asian religions and their contribution to visions of a healthy society and global community
Questions can be sent to Laura Ahrens James (ls.ahrens@ufl.edu) and Abraham Thomas (abeycthomas@gmail.com).

Secularism, Religious Freedom, and Global Politics

Co-chairs: Finbarr Curtis (fcurtis@georgiasouthern.edu); Kim Fromkin (kf25a@fsu.edu)

The Secularism, Religious Freedom, and Global Politics section invites proposals on religious freedom within secular institutions across the globe. Following the conference theme of “religion, health, and wellness,” we welcome papers on subjects including: 1. Claims of religious exemption from governmental healthcare mandates 2. The leveraging of religious rhetoric to support/oppose healthcare policy 3. The intersection of religion with global health and wellness organizations In addition to these themes, we welcome papers on all aspects of secularism, religious freedom, and global politics. Please submit proposals via the online proposal submission form. 

For questions contact Finbarr Curtis (fcurtis@georgiasouthern.edu) or Kim Fromkin (kf25a@fsu.edu).

Teaching and Learning Religion 

Co-chairs Jodie Lyon (lyon@uga.edu) and Carole Barnsley (cbarnsley@transy.edu). 

· Complicating and Complicated Identities in the Classroom. This is a call for a roundtable discussion. Looking for a range of proposals to share in this discussion - assignments, syllabi, guides for navigating the classroom, papers on identities in the classroom.
· Open Call for papers on pedagogy and teaching. We will accept whole panel proposals and individual papers.

Undergraduate Papers Section

C

Undergraduate students at institutions in the Southeast Region are invited to submit papers for the Undergraduate Sessions, sponsored by AAR-SE and Biblical Studies Members. Open to all topics, the sessions will be composed of the papers considered the best submissions by an interdisciplinary committee. Students should submit completed papers that reflect original student research of an appropriate length for presentation (approximately 12 double-spaced pages). No paper over 14 double-spaced pages, regular size font, will be considered; footnotes should be converted to endnotes to ensure proper length; one submission per student. Undergraduate students can only submit papers for presentation in the undergraduate sessions; their papers will not be considered for other sections. On a cover page, please include contact information for the student and a faculty sponsor who has reviewed the submission. 
Proposals will not be accepted after December 15, 2026 and should be emailed to RELSERegion@gmail.com as a PDF attachment. All undergraduate papers are automatically considered for the Undergraduate Paper Prize. Please include “Undergraduate Paper Section” in your subject line.

Questions may be directed to Nathaniel Holmes at RELSERegion@gmail.com.


